would seem that the mean time of conception and of fetal developmental stages relative to ovulation, and to the whole sequence of maternal endocrinological events following it, is earlier in the case of males than females. In other words, the sequence of maternal events occurs at slightly different developmental stages, on average, for fetuses of the two sexes (at least early in pregnancy). If this is so, then the effect of therapy may be to alter the rate at which one of these sequences occurs so as better to synchronise the mother with the fetus. From conception on, male fetuses-or rather those fetuses which will later turn out to be males-are perhaps better synchronised on average with the sequence of maternal events than are female fetuses, from the point of view of NTD.
Many congenital malformations are sex selective,5 and one might wonder whether this is related to the proposed difference between male and female fetuses in regard to developmental timing vis-a-vis maternal timing.
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